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Ladder to Readiness

Each rung of the 
ladder is a key 
milestone to 
academic success. 
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Chicago makes outsized gains
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Chicago’s Graduation Rate Increases to All-time High 

Working smarter raises Chicago’s 
graduation rate
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Source: Chicago Public Schools data provided by the Consortium on Chicago School Research



CPS freshmen are more likely to be “on-
track” than peers in similar districts

Percent of “Freshmen On-Track” in Illinois school districts with student populations that are at least 75% Black 
and Latino and 75% low-income, 2014.  

Percent low-Income 99 82 100 83 99 92 77 86 86 88 77

Percent Black/Latino 94 83 99 90 89 90 94 86 76 92 79

Total enrollment 781 3,303 6,147 3,659 546 3,649 3,463 395,079 5,292 8,342 7,276
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NOTE: Similar districts refer to districts with 75% low-income and 75% Black and Latino population. There are 44 districts with student populations that 
are at least 75% low-income and 75% Black/Latino; however, only 11 have Freshmen-On Track data at this time.
Source: ISBE 2014  Report Card  #SWI2014 
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CPS’ Black, Latino, and Low-Income students are more 
likely to graduate H.S. than their peers in similar districts 
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5-yr high school graduation rates for low-income  
students, by district, 2014

NOTE: In these graphs, CPS students are compared to peers in districts with 75% low-income and 75% Black/Latino populations. 44 school 
districts fit this criteria; however, only 7 had data on Latino graduation rates and only 12 had data on black and low-income rates.
Source: 2014 ISBE Report Card

5-yr high school graduation rates for Black 
students, by district, 2014.  

5-yr high school graduation rates for Latino 
students, by district, 2014.  

% low-income 99 82 83 92 86 100 88 77 99 86 77 99

% Black/Latino 89 83 90 90 76 99 92 79 99 86 94 94
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CPS’ students are more likely to enroll in college 
than their peers in similar districts 

NOTE: In this graph CPS students are compared to peers in districts with 75% low-income and 75% Black/Latino populations. 44 school 
districts fit this criteria; however, 12 had college enrollment data.
Source: 2014 ISBE Report Card
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Percent of high school graduates who enroll in college within 12 months, 2014.

Percent low-income 99 99 100 83 99 77 92 82 86 88 86 77

Percent Black/Latino 89 94 99 90 99 79 90 83 76 92 86 94
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Download and Share the Report at:
advanceillinois.org
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